
June 2, 2014 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554 

RE: Notice of Ex Parte, AT&T Petition to Launch a Proceeding Concerning the TDM-IP 
Transition; Petition of NTCA for a Rulemaking to Promote and Sustain the 
Ongoing TDM-to-IP Evolution, GN Docket No. 12-353 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On Thursday, May 29, 2014, the undersigned and Greg Dean, Director of Industry 
Relations for the South Dakota Telecommunications Association (“SDTA”), along with Denny 
Law, General Manager of Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative (“Golden West”), and 
Mark Shlanta, Chief Executive Officer of SDN Communications, Inc. (“SDN”), met with 
Commissioner Ajit Pai and Wireline Legal Advisor, Nicholas Degani.  Jason Van Beek, Deputy 
General Counsel for the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, also joined 
the meeting, which was held at the SDN headquarters building at 2900 W 10th Street, in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, 57104. 

At this meeting, Mark Shlanta shared the attached presentation and provided other 
information related to the network and operations of SDN Communications in South Dakota and 
in neighboring states.  Mark and others present representing SDN’s member carrier-owners 
described some of the efficiencies and opportunities gained by South Dakota’s rural carriers 
through their participation in SDN.  The facility arrangements that SDN has, with not only its 
members but also other neighboring rural carrier owned regional networks, were commented on 
and SDN’s importance to its members, in particular in aggregating Internet access traffic and 
providing access to Internet peering arrangements, was also discussed.  



Thank you for your attention to this correspondence.  Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the 
Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via ECFS.     

      Sincerely,  

      /s/ Richard D. Coit 
      Richard D. Coit  

Executive Director and General Counsel, 
South Dakota Telecommunications Association 

CC: Commissioner Ajit Pai 
 Nicholas Degani 








